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Whether your child is just starting kindergarten, entering the final year of high school or is 
somewhere in between, there are many good reasons and opportunities for you to volun-
teer at school. Volunteering is a great way to show your child that you take an interest in 
her education, and it sends a positive message that you consider school a worthwhile 
cause. 

Many schools now have to raise their own funds for activities and supplies that would 
have once been considered basic necessities; parent volunteers are essential in helping 
to organize and chaperone these fundraising events, as well as to participate in other 
school activities. 

Parent volunteers offer a huge resource and support base for the school community while 
showing their kids the importance of participating in the larger community. 

The school is not the only one to reap the benefits of your involvement. By offering some 
of your time to the school, and by interacting with teachers, administrators, and other 
parents on a regular basis, you can gain a first-hand understanding of your child's daily 
activities and some insight into the trends and fads of school life that will help you com-
municate with your child as she grows and changes (all without intruding on your child's 
privacy or personal space). 

One of the best starting points for getting involved is a parent-teacher conference or open 
house - these are usually scheduled early in each school year, and they provide a great 

opportunity to approach your child's teacher or princi-
pal about volunteer involvement. If you have some-
thing to offer, or if you just want to help out in what-
ever way, you can discuss the possibilities with your 
child's teacher. The teacher may arrange something 
with you personally or direct you to a department head 
or administrator who can answer your questions and 
make suggestions. It is also a good idea to join the 
Parent-Teacher Association (PTA). 

When volunteering at your child's school, remember 
that the work you do not only benefits your child, but 
will enrich the classroom, the whole school, and the 
entire community. More importantly, you will provide 
students with positive interaction, support, and en-
couragement. Do not underestimate the students - 
you may feel that what you have to offer might not 
interest them or might be “above their heads,” but you 
will probably be pleasantly surprised. You will be help-
ing to build skills, confidence, and self-esteem that will 
last beyond their school days.�

JOIN PTA TODAY! 
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TÇà{ÉÇç j|ÄÄ|tÅá,  PTA President 

PTA Meeting DatesPTA Meeting DatesPTA Meeting DatesPTA Meeting Dates 

 

 

November 12, 2007 
Dr. Alonzo’s Visit 

December 10, 2007 
Pot Luck Meeting 

January 14, 2008 

February 11, 2008 

March 10, 2008 

April 14, 2008 

May 12, 2008 

June 9, 2008 
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Mr. Paul Atkinson 

The Western Family welcomes 
math teacher, Mr. Atkinson.   
Mr. Atkinson, who teaches 
Algebra I and Geometry Hon-
ors, is a graduate of Baltimore 
City College and  earned his 

bachelor’s degree as part of the Resident Teacher 
Program at Johns Hopkins University. In addition 
to teaching high school, Mr. Atkinson has also 
taught in a co-ed middle school. He feels that 
teaching in an all-girls’ school is very different due 
to the maturity level displayed here at Western.   

 Mr. Atkinson uses various teaching strate-
gies (such as group work) so that students who 
experience difficulties have the opportunity to as-
sist each other.  He also likes to ask questions in 
order to stimulate critical thinking. Although he is a 
young teacher, Mr. Atkinson believes he is as well 
prepared as the other teachers in his department. 
He believes he is gaining more knowledge in 
teaching everyday. From his point of view, he be-
lieves the ideal teacher should be committed, hard-
working, outgoing, and friendly.  When asked if 
teaching was his “cup of coffee”, his response was, 
“No. Coming out of college I planned on going to 
med school.” He realized he enjoyed teaching and 
it wasn’t the right time for medical school.  Atkin-
son stresses that his parents were very much in-
volved in his school activities, so his advice for 
parents is to involve themselves in their child’s 
academic life and to encourage their children to 
participate in sports, clubs, and other extra curricu-
lar activities. He believes “there is a time to be 
serious and a time to have fun.”  Mr. Atkinson’s 
final comment was that, “Western is a good school; 
it would be silly to leave.” 

 

Reported By: Sara AL-Kabir & Samantha Tsang  

“ONLY THE BEST” 
 



Voluntary State Curriculum �  http://mdk12.org 

Helpful Spanish Website � http://studyspanish.com/ 

Language Website � http://www.transparent.com/ 

School Assessments  � http://hsaexam.org  

TSS  � www.bcps.org 

PrepHQ � www.prephq.com 

BCPSS �www.bcps.k12.md.us 

School Report Card � www.mdreportcard.org 

Helpful WebsitesHelpful WebsitesHelpful WebsitesHelpful WebsitesHelpful WebsitesHelpful WebsitesHelpful WebsitesHelpful Websites        Important DatesImportant DatesImportant DatesImportant DatesImportant DatesImportant DatesImportant DatesImportant Dates        

 

11/01/07 College Bound 
Fair 

11/02/07 End of First Quar-
ter 

11/03/07 SAT I & II 

11/05/07 Beginning of Sec-
ond Quarter 

11/06/07 School Closed, 
Election Day 

11/08/07 Junior Parent 
Night, 6-8, Library 

11/09/07 Junior Day  As-
sembly & Ring Dance 

11/12/07 College Fair, PTA 
Meeting  

11/12-16/07 Ameican/
Education Week  

11/14/07 First Quarter Re-
port Cards Issued 

11/15/07 Parent               
Conferences, 5-7 p. m. 

11/16/07 Early Release for 
Students, Parent                

Conferences, 1:00-3:00 

11/17/07 High School Fair  

11/22-23/07 School 
Closed—Thanksgiving Holi-

day 

12/01/07 SAT I & II 

12/08/07 ACT 

12/12/07 Parent Teacher 
Association Meeting, 6:30 

12/14/07 Progress Reports 
Issued& Senior Dance 

12/20/07 Holiday Assembly 

12/24-31/07 School Closed 

 

HHOWOW I IMPORTANTMPORTANT  AREARE  S  SERVICEERVICE L LEARNINGEARNING  
HHOURSOURS??  

The BCPSS requires each student to have a minimum 
of 75 hours in order to graduate and receive her di-
ploma(s). 

�We request each grade to have a minimum of service learn-
ing hours in order to attend class activities. Such as: Fresh-
men Day, Sophomore Parent-Daughter Tea, Junior Day and 
Senior Inaugural.   

�Parents/Students should check out the Baltimore City 
School System, Service-Learning Agencies List.  The school 
guidance office has a list of approved service learning agen-
cies. 
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HappyHappyHappyHappy ThanksgivingThanksgivingThanksgivingThanksgiving  

Cindy's Pumpkin Pie 
Ingredients 

• 1 1/2 pints vanilla ice cream, 
softened 

• 3 eggs 
• 1 3/4 cups pumpkin puree 
• 3/4 cup white sugar 
• 1/2 teaspoon salt 
• 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
• 1/4 teaspoon ground ginger 
• 1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg 
• 2 (9 inch) unbaked pie shells 

 
(Continue on page 4) 

Things you need to be concerned 
about….. 

Service learning hours 

Attendance 

Your daughter’s overall demeanor 

Peer Relationships 

Required Reading 

Homework 



FFRESHMENRESHMEN    

••  Do you have your mini-

mum of 20 hours of ser-

vice learning?  

• Please continue to 

stress attendance at 

coach class in subjects 

where your daughter 

has a grade of 80 or less 
or is simply confused 

about any classwork.  

SSOPHOMORESOPHOMORES  

• Do you have your  

minimum of 40 
hours of service 

learning? 

• Have you paid your 

class dues?  

• Have you read the 

71st Annual Edition 
School Guide yet? 

(ONLINE & INPRINT) 

JJUNIORSUNIORS  

• Do you have your  

minimum of 60 hours 
of service learning? 

• College is closer than 

you think. Have you 

registered for the SAT?  

• Continue to keep up  

your grades.  

• Are you in sports or 

clubs? If not, join 
soon.  

Class Announcements ... Class Announcements ... Class Announcements ... Class Announcements ...     
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SSENIORSENIORS  

• Do you have your  

minimum of 75 
hours of service 

learning? 

• Have you been on 

PreqHQ? 

• Have you sent in 

five(5) applications 
before November 

21, 2007? 

The Testing CenterThe Testing CenterThe Testing CenterThe Testing CenterThe Testing CenterThe Testing CenterThe Testing CenterThe Testing Center        

SATSATSATSAT    

  Juniors & Seniors 

ACT AssessmentACT AssessmentACT AssessmentACT Assessment    

Juniors & Seniors 

Benchmark TestingBenchmark TestingBenchmark TestingBenchmark Testing    

March 10-14,  2008 (Mock HSA) 

HSA, January 2008HSA, January 2008HSA, January 2008HSA, January 2008    

HSA, May 2008HSA, May 2008HSA, May 2008HSA, May 2008    

Passing score: 

Biology  -  400 

Algebra/Data Analysis  - 412 

English —  396 

Government – 394 

AP Exams,  April /May2008AP Exams,  April /May2008AP Exams,  April /May2008AP Exams,  April /May2008    

Semester Exams, January 2008Semester Exams, January 2008Semester Exams, January 2008Semester Exams, January 2008    

Final Exams, May 2008 Final Exams, May 2008 Final Exams, May 2008 Final Exams, May 2008 (seniors only)                        
June 2008 June 2008 June 2008 June 2008 (underclasswomen)  

WWHYHY S SCHOOLCHOOL U UNIFORMSNIFORMS????????????????  

⇒ SCHOOL SAFETY 

⇒ PROFESSIONAL ENVIRONMENT/
CLIMATE 

⇒ DECREASING VIOLENCE AND THEFT 
BECAUSE OF CLOTHING  

⇒ INSTILLING DISCLIPINE AMONG STU-
DENTS  

⇒ REDUCING NEED FOR ADMINISTRA-
TORS AND TEACHERS TO BE CLOTHES 
POLICE  

⇒ REDUCING DISTRACTIONS FOR STU-
DENTS  

⇒ INSTILLING A SENSE OF COMMUNITY  

⇒ HELPING SCHOOLS RECOGNIZE THOSE 
WHO DO NOT BELONG ON CAMPUS 

Coming Soon………..Coming Soon………..  

��  HSA TestingHSA Testing  

��  Climate SurveyClimate Survey  

��  MAS SurveyMAS Survey  

��  Report CardsReport Cards  

��  Parent ConferencesParent Conferences  Lauren Robinson 

Reading Corner 

What are we reading? 

Email your daughter’s English teacher to find 
out what books to purchase in advance.   

Ms. Clay 

CL4char@aol.com 

Mrs. Defeamekpor 

americatoafrica@hotmail.com 

Mr. McConnell 

MrMcConnell07@hotmail.com 

Mr. Shock 

 jshock1@lsu.edu 

Mrs. R. Browne 

rbrowne3@jhu.edu 

Ms. Rocca 

CRocca@bcps.k12.md.us 

To Kill a Mockingbird   

Bless Me, Ultima (college 
prep only) 

The Chosen (Honors 
only) 

Go Tell It on the Moun-
tain (Honors only)

Antigone 

Macbeth 

The Heart is a Lonely 
Hunter 

A Raisin in the Sun 

Their Eyes Were 
Watching God 

Farming of  the 
Bones 

Jane Eyre 

Pride & Prejudice 



Dear Parents, 

Western High School is a great school to prepare your daughters for college. Our staff works very hard to be sure our young 
ladies have the skills needed to compete with students from all over the country. We strive to be sure students learn in a safe 
and clean environment. Further, we want Western to live up to its motto of “Western....Only the Best.” In order to continue 
to do all of these things, we need your help with the following: 

• Students are to arrive on time. 

• Students are to be present daily. 

• Students are to wear the Western High School uniform daily. 

• Students are to attend all classes. 

• Students are to do homework nightly. 

• Students are to respect all adults, themselves as well as their peers. 

• Students are to respect the building. 

Ninety-five percent of our students adhere to the above. If your daughter is not in the 95%, please work with her to achieve 
her goals in a positive manner. 

I look forward to seeing you at the November 12th PTA meeting when Dr. Alonso will be here to talk with you, and I look for-
ward to seeing you Thursday, November 15th from 5-7 p.m. or Friday, November 16th from 1-3 p.m. for parent-teacher confer-
ences. 

Eleanor P. Matthews , Principal 

 Note From the Principal Note From the Principal Note From the Principal Note From the Principal    

   BBBESTESTEST E E EDUCATIONALDUCATIONALDUCATIONAL P P PRACTICESRACTICESRACTICES———DDDIFFERENTIATEDIFFERENTIATEDIFFERENTIATED I I INSTRUCTIONNSTRUCTIONNSTRUCTION      

Differentiated Instruction is the process of teaching and learning that begins with the 
premise that not all students are alike. Based on the readiness, learning process and 
interests of the student, it requires you to vary your approach and adjust the curricu-
lum and the presentation of the material to give students access to multiple paths to 
the same goals or outcomes. Differentiation meets each student where she is and 
maximizes her opportunities for success.  

WWWHYHYHY D D DIFFERENTIATEIFFERENTIATEIFFERENTIATE I I INSTRUCTIONNSTRUCTIONNSTRUCTION? ? ?    

•••   TTTOOO M M MEETEETEET L L LEGALEGALEGAL M M MANDATESANDATESANDATES   

•••   TTTOOO B B BEEE E E ETHICALTHICALTHICAL I I INNN I I IMPLEMENTINGMPLEMENTINGMPLEMENTING D D DEMOCRATICEMOCRATICEMOCRATIC   VALUESVALUESVALUES   

•••   TTTOOO D D DISPELISPELISPEL M M MYTHSYTHSYTHS A A ABOUTBOUTBOUT S S STUDENTSTUDENTSTUDENTS   

•••   TTTOOO B B BEEE E E EFFECTIVEFFECTIVEFFECTIVE T T TEACHERSEACHERSEACHERS      

•••   TTTOOO M M MEETEETEET N N NEEDSEEDSEEDS   OFOFOF D D DIVERSEIVERSEIVERSE L L LEARNERSEARNERSEARNERS   

WWWHATHATHAT P P PARENTSARENTSARENTS   SHOULDSHOULDSHOULD D D DOOO???   

Since parents know their children better than anyone else, it is favorable for them to 
chat with teachers about curriculum content, academic expectations, and student 
strengths, problems, interests, and past experiences in school. Parents should know 
the type of classroom their child attends. They can help by visiting their child’s class-
room, discussing classroom activities with their children at home, reviewing home-
work assignments, and helping their children brainstorm project ideas that reflect cul-
ture, interests, and experiences.  
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KUDOS TOKUDOS TOKUDOS TOKUDOS TO…….…….…….…….    

√ Mrs. Reyes Galarza, Teacher 

√ Mrs. Terry McNeil, Librarian  

√ Mrs. Judy Frumkin, Teacher 

√ Ms. Charmaina Clay, Teacher 

√ Ms. Benia Richardson, Student 

√ The English Department 

√ Mrs. Myrtice Warren, Secretary 

√ Ms. Barbara Melfa, Teacher 

√ Ms. Shirley Williams, Teacher 

√√Mr. Lee Griffin, School Counselor 

Mr. Charles Strother, Teacher 

√Ms. Marcia Brown, Teacher 

√Ms. Khadja Ismail, Student 

Cooking Instructions (from page 2) 
Preheat oven to 425 degrees F (220 degrees 
C.) Place ice cream near the warm oven to 
soften. In a large bowl, whisk together the 
eggs. Stir in the pumpkin puree, sugar, salt, 
cinnamon, ginger, and nutmeg. Mix in soft ice 
cream until smooth. Pour filling into two 9 inch 
pie shells. Bake for 15 minutes in the pre-
heated oven. Reduce temperature to 350 
degrees F (175 degrees C), and bake an addi-
tional 30 to 40 minutes, or until filling is set. 


